Stoke Gifford Local Nature Action Plan

Background
Stoke Gifford Parish Council in partnership with South Gloucestershire Council has recognised the importance of taking steps to address the ecological crisis our world is facing. Acting together we will:
1. Address the effects of climate change.
2. Enhance the ecological value of our parks and green spaces.
3. Develop local habitat so plants, ferns, lichen, trees, insects and birds thrive.
4. Create and connect wildlife corridors.
5. Make nature relevant to all local residents. 

We need everyone to become involved:
· To improve how we manage and connect public opens spaces.
· To provide vital green space for nature to thrive in our communities.
· To create more attractive and healthier places for residents to live, now and in the future.
A Local Nature Action Plan has been drawn up in order for us to take the necessary steps to stop the decline of biodiversity. This is a five year plan.

Partnership
The action plan is led by Stoke Gifford Parish Council with support from:

	Organisation
	Role
	Contact

	Stoke Gifford Parish Council
	Lead, funding, committee structure, decision makers. Site Management
Outdoor Staff
	Parish Clerk – John Rendell
Phone – 01454 865202
john.rendell@stokegifford.org.uk

	South Glos Council
	Guidance
	nature@southglos.gov.uk



Project Leads
Cllr Sue Bandcroft
Project Team
Rachel Madden
Stakeholders
· Parish Clerk/ Parish Councillors
· Neighbouring Parish/ Town Councils
· Ward Councillors
· SGC Biodiversity Officer
· Environmental Agencies
· SGC Local Land Flood Authority
· Friends Groups for specific Areas (eg: Forty Acres & Meade Park)
· Future Business Sponsors
· Youth Groups (Scouts & Guides)
· Local Churches
· Local Schools
· Tim Hewer
· Site Users
Stakeholder interest grid


	Power
	High
	Keep Satisfied
· Site Users
· Residents – via social media and/or website
	Manage Closely
· Parish Clerk
· Parish Councillors

	
	Low
	Monitor
· Future Local Business Sponsor
	Keep Informed
· Ward Councillors
· SGC Biodiversity Officer

	
	
	Low
	High

	Interest













Communication Plan

	Communication Plan

	Stakeholder
	Objectives (actions)
	Message Content
	Delivery Method
	Timeline

	Parish Councillors/ Clerk
	Support action for nature in Stoke Gifford and help us to engage with all residents and businesses
	Sales pitch explanation of support needed, type of resource, type of actions proposed, importance of this work
	Presentation at SGPC Rec & Leisure meeting

Information to go on Parish website.

Progress reports
	Agreed at Rec & Leisure meeting 17/01/2023




Available on SGPC website



Monthly updates for PC meetings

	Ward Councillors
	General support for project.
Gain access to member awarded funding
	Sales pitch explanation of support needed, type of resource, type of actions proposed, importance of this work
	Presentation at SGPC Rec & Leisure meeting

Progress reports
	Agreed at Rec & Leisure meeting 17/01/2023





Quarterly updates at Rec & Leisure meetings

	SGC Biodiversity Officer
	General support for project.
Access to SGC knowledge bank
	Completed LNAP proposals
	Draft LNAP

Signed off LNAP

Progress reports
	Agreed at Rec & Leisure 17/01/2023

By end of February 2023

6 monthly (email to nature@southglos.gov.uk)

	Local Community Groups and Volunteers
	General support for project.
Gain access to volunteer labour
	Sales pitch explanation of support needed, type of resource, type of actions proposed, importance of this work
	Emails to be sent to groups
	Ongoing

	Residents
	General support for project.
Gain access to volunteer labour
	Sales pitch bring them on board, engage them with project, explain importance of this work
	Presentation at SGPC Rec & Leisure meeting
Information to go on Parish website

Progress reports
	Ongoing






Quarterly updates at Rec & Leisure meetings



Land Ownership

	Site Name
	Parish Council
	Map of Site

	Little Stoke Park
	
	Little Stoke Park - Google Maps

	Meade Park
	
	Playground - Google Maps

	Mike Gallivan Playing Fields
	
	Mike Gallivan playing fields - Google Maps

	Forty Acres
	
	Forty Acres Stoke Gifford - Google Maps

	Royal Park
	
	Forty Acres Stoke Gifford - Google Maps

	New Road Play Area
	
	Google Maps

	Bush Avenue Allotments 
	
	Forty Acres Stoke Gifford - Google Maps

	Stoke Gifford Trust Ground
	
	Trust Hall Playground - Google Maps

	Stoke Gifford Village Green
	
	Stoke Gifford War Memorial - Google Maps

	The Scout Hut (Outdoor Area)
	
	Little Stoke Park - Google Maps



	Site Name
	South Glos Council

	Amenity Grass and Road Verges
	SGC are in the process of investigating how they will better manage all their road verges for wildlife, this won’t be rolled out until year 2 or 3 of the programme timeline. We have decided not to concentrate our efforts here until it is clear what SGC are doing. If individual residents wish to progress this themselves, we are not obstructing but as a group we will wait and re-evaluate what we are going to do on road verges in year 5.


	
	



	Site Name
	Privately Owned

	Developers
	Eg: Harry Stoke 

	Local Business
	Eg:Rolls Royce redevelopment plan
Network Rail (Gypsy Patch)

	Network Rail
	

	Private Gardens
	

	
	




Funding

	Source
	Amount
	How Often
	Specific Project or General

	SGPC Budget
	TBC
	
	

	Sponsorship - local business 1
	
	
	

	Sponsorship - Residents
	
	
	



Proposed 5 Year Programme
Project 1 – bat boxes, bird boxes and hedgehog houses
· Identify spaces
· Tim Hewer has already made a start making up the boxes
Project 2 – Volunteer tree planting
· Stoke Gifford Trust together with The Forest of Avon trust are Planting a new hedgerow and some large specimen trees at the Stoke Gifford Trust Ground
Project 3 - Identify neglected planters (Hatchet Road/ Tesco)
Project 4 – Litter Picking
Project 5 – Wildflower Area for planting
Project 6 – Water Features
2024 – Achieved
Project 1 – Boxes built and distributed around the parish.
Project 2 – New trees planted at 40 Acres and the Trust Ground.
Project 3 – Hatchet Road planter has been replanted by 2 local residents.
 [image: ]
Project 4 – We are grateful to the litter picking group that meet every 2 months.
Project 5 – The triangle at Royal Park has been planted with Wildflowers.
Project 6 – Awaiting review.

Proposed Projects 2025

Project 7 – Funding to supply wildflower seeds to residents.
Project 8 – Make and locate more hedgehog homes.
Project 9 – Explore links with our neighbouring parish/town councils.
Project 10 – Including Brooklands and Mulgrove Park in the LNAP.



Appendix 1 – Annual Maintenance Schedule (Grounds Team)


Appendix 2 – Hedgehog House Instructions


Appendix 3 – Nest Box Instructions


Appendix 4 – Tree FAQs
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Annual Maintenance Schedule .pdf


PARK ITEM DESCRIPTION OF WORK OWNER TIMESCALES


Little Stoke Park Report & Inspect Whole Site Groundstaff Daily


Little Stoke Park All Play Equipment Maintenance Groundstaff/Contractor As required


Little Stoke Park BMX Track Strimming Groundstaff Monthly


Little Stoke Park Football Pitches Pitch maintenance Groundstaff As required


Little Stoke Park Rugby Pitches Pitch maintenance Groundstaff As required


Little Stoke Park Sports Tournaments x 2 Set out Pitches Groundstaff June-August


Little Stoke Park Changing room Cleaning Groundstaff Weekly


Little Stoke Park Toilets Cleaning / ordering supplies Groundstaff Daily


Little Stoke Park Grass Areas Cutting Groundstaff 7-10 days


Little Stoke Park Shrubs/hedges/trees Cutting & Strimming Groundstaff As required


Little Stoke Park Trees / Hedges Highways Flailing / Hedges Contractors Annual


Little Stoke Park Weeding Spraying Groundstaff As required


Little Stoke Park Paths Strimming Cutting Groundstaff As required


Little Stoke Park Benches Repairs treat and Varnish Groundstaff/Contractor As required


Little Stoke Park Noticeboards x 12 Repairs & visual monitoring Caretaker/Groundstaff Twice weekly


Little Stoke Park Litter Bins Collection Groundstaff Twice weekly


Little Stoke Park General Litter General Litter Pick of grounds Groundstaff Daily


Little Stoke Park Dog Bins Collection Groundstaff Twice weekly


Little Stoke Park Play Area & Exercise EquipmentGrass Cut / Strim / Maintenance Groundstaff Weekly


Little Stoke Park Drainage Ditch Clear to Drain Groundstaff Quarterly


New Road Report & Inspect Whole Site Groundstaff Daily


New Road All Play Equipment Maintenance Groundstaff/Contractor As required


New Road All Play Equipment Strimming Groundstaff 7-10 days


New Road Grass Areas Cutting Groundstaff 7-10 Days


New Road Shrubs/hedges/trees Cutting & Strimming Groundstaff As required


New Road Weeding Spraying Groundstaff As required


New Road Litter Bins Collection Groundstaff Daily


New Road General Litter General Litter Pick of grounds Groundstaff Daily


New Road Boundary Fencing Small Repairs Groundstaff As required


3G Muga Inspect Goals and site Play equipment inspection Groundstaff Weekly


3G Muga Surface treatment Ride on Groundstaff Twice weekly


Meade Park Report & Inspect Whole Site Groundstaff Daily


Meade Park All Play Equipment Maintenance Groundstaff/Contractor As required


Meade Park All Play Equipment Strimming Groundstaff 7-10 days


Meade Park Grass Areas Cutting Groundstaff 7-10 Days


Meade Park Shrubs/hedges/trees Cutting & Strimming Groundstaff As required


Meade Park Benches Repairs treat and Varnish Groundstaff As required


Meade Park Weeding Spraying Groundstaff As required


Meade Park Paths Strim/cut/repair Groundstaff As required


Meade Park Litter Bins Collection Groundstaff Daily


Meade Park General Litter General Litter Pick of grounds Groundstaff Daily


Meade Park Dog Bins Collection Groundstaff Twice Weekly


Meade Park Hedges Trim Back Groundstaff As required


Meade Park Hedges High Level Trim Back Groundstaff Annual


Meade Park Car Park Litter Pick Groundstaff Daily


Meade Park Boundary Fencing Small Repairs Groundstaff As required


Meade Park Wooded Area Coppice Small Tree cut Groundstaff/Contractor As required


Mike Gallivan Report & Inspect Whole Site Groundstaff Daily


Mike Gallivan Football Pitches Pitch maintenance Groundstaff As required


Mike Gallivan Hedges Cut Groundstaff Twice Yearly


Mike Gallivan Hedges High Level Cut Contractors Annual


Mike Gallivan Pathways (Maple to Silverbirch)Cut Strim Groundstaff Quarterly


Mike Gallivan Field Boundary Strim Groundstaff Twice Yearly


Mike Gallivan General Litter General Litter Pick of grounds Groundstaff Daily


Mike Gallivan Litter Bins Collection Groundstaff Daily


Mike Gallivan Dog Bins Collection Groundstaff Twice weekly


Mike Gallivan Tree Cutting Contractors As required


Royal Park Report & Inspect Whole Site Groundstaff Daily


Royal Park Hedges Cut Groundstaff Twice Yearly


Royal Park Hedges HighLevel Cut Contractors Annual


Royal Park Grass Areas Cut Groundstaff 7-10 days


Royal Park Trees Cutting Contractors As required


Royal Park Paths Strim Groundstaff As required


Royal Park General Litter General Litter Pick of grounds Groundstaff Daily


Royal Park Litter Bins Collection Groundstaff Daily


Royal Park Dog Bins Collection Groundstaff Twice Weekly


40 Acres General Litter General Litter Pick of grounds Groundstaff Twice weekly


40 Acres Litter Bins Collection Groundstaff Daily


40 Acres Dog Bins Collection Groundstaff Twice Weekly


40 Acres Report & Inspect Whole Site Groundstaff Daily


40 Acres Shrubs Trim Back Groundstaff Twice Yearly


40 Acres Paths Strim and Cut Groundstaff 14 Days


40 Acres Grass Part Cut Groundstaff 7-10 days


40 Acres Grass Part Specialised Cut Contractors Annual


40 Acres Inner Hedge Cut Trim Groundstaff Annual


40 Acres Outer Hedge Cut Trim Contractors Annual


Trust Ground North Rd All Play Equipment Maintenance Groundstaff/Contractor As required


Trust Ground North Rd All Play Equipment Strimming Groundstaff 7-10 Days


Trust Ground North Rd Grass Areas Cut Groundstaff 7-10 days


Trust Ground North Rd Cricket Boundary Cutting Groundstaff Weekly in Summer


Trust Ground North Rd Shrubs Trim Back Groundstaff Twice Yearly


Trust Ground North Rd Tree High Level Cutting Contractors As required


Trust Ground North Rd Tree Low Level Cutting Groundstaff Twice Yearly


Trust Ground North Rd Benches Repairs treat and Varnish Groundstaff As required


Trust Ground North Rd Weeding Spraying Groundstaff As required


Trust Ground North Rd Paths Strim and Cut Groundstaff As required


Trust Ground North Rd General Litter General Litter Pick of grounds Groundstaff Daily


Trust Ground North Rd Litter Bins Collection Groundstaff Daily


Trust Ground North Rd Dog Bins Collection Groundstaff Twice Weekly


Trust Ground North Rd Hedging Trim Back Groundstaff As required


Trust Ground North Rd Car Park Litter Pick Groundstaff Daily


Trust Ground North Rd Boundary Fencing Small Repairs Groundstaff As required


Cenotaph / Village Green The Green & Cenotaph Cut / Strim Groundstaff Weekly


Cenotaph / Village Green Cenotaph Tidy / Paint Groundstaff Annual


Community Areas Bus Stops x12 Strimming/Cleaning Groundstaff Monthly


Community Areas Bus Stops x12 Graffitti Removal Groundstaff As required


Machine Maintenance Groundstaff As required


Service & repairs for Machines Contractors As required


Annual Servicing- Winter Contractors Annual


STOKE GIFFORD PARISH COUNCIL - GROUNDSTAFF WORK SCHEDULE


https://stokegifford.sharepoint.com/sites/SGPCDataSite/Data/Caretaker & Grounds man site checks-forms/Annual Maintenance Schedule 2022 - Draft







https://stokegifford.sharepoint.com/sites/SGPCDataSite/Data/Caretaker & Grounds man site checks-forms/Annual Maintenance Schedule 2022 - Draft







https://stokegifford.sharepoint.com/sites/SGPCDataSite/Data/Caretaker & Grounds man site checks-forms/Annual Maintenance Schedule 2022 - Draft







https://stokegifford.sharepoint.com/sites/SGPCDataSite/Data/Caretaker & Grounds man site checks-forms/Annual Maintenance Schedule 2022 - Draft
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DIY hedgehog house


To make your own hedgehog house, follow 
our simple instructions. Don’t forget to 
record this Naturespace action in your My 
Naturespace area of the Naturehood website.


Equipment


• 	Pencil


• 	Tape measure


• 	Ruler


• 	Saw


• 	Hammer/screwdriver


• 	Nails/screws


• 	Two metal hinges


• 	Untreated wood (eg 20 mm FSC plywood 
boards)


• 	Protective equipment (gloves, eye protection)


• 	Roofing felt/waterproof cover (optional)


Step 1: Cut the untreated wood into the 
correct dimensions


 


How to build a hedgehog house
Main 
sleeping area


Tunnel


Please note that 
adult supervision 
is required if 
children are 
taking part in 
this activity.


Tunnel side Tunnel side


Tunnel top


Tunnel base


30cm
17cm


30cm17cm


30cm
30cm


13cm


13cm


Lid


Back
Side


Side


Base


Front


Feet


30cm
40cm


40cm


30cm


40cm


30cm


30cm


30cm


26cm


26cm


8cm 8cm


40cm


23cm


17cm


17cm


13cm







Step 2: Build the main sleeping area


Attach the feet to the base


Attach the hinges to the lid 


Attach the free side of 
the hinges to the inside 
of the back section


Your sleeping area should now be complete!


Using nails or screws, fit the base, 
sides, back and front together 


Make sure that the front section has the gap at 
the bottom, as this is where the tunnel will fit in 


Note that the sides, 
back and front sit on 
top of the base


D


C


B
A







Step 4: Optional – cover the top of 
your hedgehog house


Step 5: Combine your sleeping area  
and tunnel to complete your  


hedgehog house!


To make your hedgehog house more waterproof, 
you could cover the top of the main area and 
the tunnel in roofing felt or a similar waterproof 
material.


Push the tunnel so that it fits 
inside the square gap in the front 
panel of the main sleeping area 


Step 6: Install your hedgehog house 
in your Naturespace


Hedgehogs prefer houses along boundaries, in 
sheltered locations. They also prefer back gardens, 
and are happy to be close to your house. 


Step 3: Build the tunnel


Using nails or 
screws, fit the base, 
sides and top of the 
tunnel together 


Note that the sides 
of the tunnel sit on 
top of the base 


This tunnel should slope downwards slightly, so 
that hedgehogs can enter from ground level, and 
so that rainwater doesn’t drain into the main 
sleeping area. 


This should fit snugly and shouldn’t 
need to be fixed on with nails 


Place your hedgehog 
house in a quiet, 
shady area 


Roofing felt


https://naturehood.uk 


Based on designs by PTES






image4.emf
making-a-nestbox-ac tivities.pdf


making-a-nestbox-activities.pdf


RSPB Wildlife Explorers is the junior 
membership of the RSPB


rspb.org.uk/youth
The RSPB is a registered charity in England & Wales 207076, in Scotland SC037654  
330-0654-13-14


Make a nestbox
If you’d like to help the birds in your garden, why not have a 
go at making your own nestbox? 
 
Please ask an adult to help as you may need to use tools that could hurt you.


1.	 Natural nest holes don’t come in standard sizes, so 
please use the following sizes as a guide. Use a 
plank about 150 mm wide and 15 mm thick. Use the 
diagram to help you.


2.	 The inside of the box must be at lease 100 mm 
square and the bottom of the entrance hole must 
be at least 125 mm from the floor. If it is less, young 
birds might be scooped out by a cat.


3.	 Use galvanised nails or screws. The inside front sur-
face should be rough – this will help the young birds 
to clamber up. A drainage hole in the base will also 
help to stop the box getting damp inside.


4.	 Hinge the lid with a strip of leather or rubber (an old 
piece of bicycle inner tube would do). Do not nail 
the lid down (because you will need to clean out 
the box in autumn). Instead, use a catch to keep it 
closed.


5.	 The entrance hole size depends on the type of bird 
you want to attract:


•	 25 mm for coal tits, marsh tits and blue tits
•	 28 mm for great tits and tree sparrows
•	 32 mm for nuthatches and house sparrows
•	 A starling box needs to be 25-30% larger with an 


entrance 45 mm across


PLEASE DO NOT use chemicals like wood preservatives 
without an adult – they can be dangerous.


	
  


If you remove the top half of the front panel, the same type of box could attract robins, pied wagtails or wrens to 
nest. Spotted flycatchers prefer an even shallower, open-fronted box.


Softwood boxes (such as pine) can be treated with water-based wood preservatives, such as Fenceguard or 
Sadolin: apply only to the outside of the box, and not around the entrance hole. Whatever you use, make sure 
the box dries and airs thoroughly before putting it up.
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South Gloucestershire Council  


Trees FAQs 
20 February 2023 


 
 


 


 


Trees on council land 
 


Like all local authorities, the Council faces tough financial challenges as government austerity 
measures continue. The reduction in available resources will mean fewer services with a focus on 
our core activities, and a more efficient council which seeks better value for money.  


Meeting our legal obligations as a tree owner around tree safety and property damage, as well as our 
other statutory responsibilities and policies as Local Highways Authority and Local Planning Authority 
is important to the Council. 


 
We aim to increase value for money through reasonable risk management, by moving towards a 
defendable proactive tree risk management program of inspection. 
 
After considering each case carefully, we will undertake works to our own trees only if they are dead, 
dying, diseased or dangerous, and will carry out such work according to good arboricultural practice. 
 


 


 


Question 


1.  Will the Council prune overhanging branches? 
 


Answer 
 


We DO NOT prune or remove a council owned tree to stop the nuisance of overhanging branches. 


Tree owners have no legal obligation to prune back any vegetation overhanging neighbouring 
properties and this also applies to Local Authorities. We will prune back overhang to abate an 
‘actionable’ nuisance – a nuisance in legal, not common usage i.e. where actual damage to property 
is occurring. If a council owned tree is touching a property (house, boundary wall, garage etc.) we 
will take action to remove the problem. 


 







 


Question 


2.  Can I prune branches myself? 


Answer 
 


You have a Common Law right to remove a nuisance associated with trees. The following advice is 
given if you wish to exercise your Common Law right:  


 


A)  You can ONLY consider removing those parts of the tree from the point where they cross the 
boundary of your property. You have no legal right to cut or remove any part of a tree that does not 
overhang your property.  


 


B) You are strongly advised to consult a competent and fully insured Tree Surgeon for guidance on 
how best to prune back encroaching trees (details available upon request), unless the works are 
small enough to do with hand secateurs or similar.  


 


C) Before you consider doing any works to a tree(s) you should find out if it is protected by a Tree 
Preservation Order or are within a Conservation Area. 


If the trees are protected, you will need to gain consent by making an application / give notice to 
the council.  


 


D) You are advised to discuss with your neighbour your intention to prune overhanging branches. 
Legally you do not own the overhanging branches and you should offer these to your neighbour. 
But, in all likelihood, you should consider disposing of the cuttings yourself. If the overhanging 
branch is from a council owned tree, any cuttings must be disposed of appropriately and not 
returned to Council land. 


 


To find out if the tree(s) is protected and for guidance on how to apply for works, please use the 
following link:  


Tree preservation orders | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk) 


 


For a list of council approved contractors please use the following link: 


Tree surgeons- contractor list.pdf (sharepoint.com) 


 



https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/tree-preservation-orders

https://southglos-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sl20_southglos_gov_uk/Documents/Documents/Tree%20surgeons-%20contractor%20list.pdf





 


Question 


3. Will the Council prune a tree that’s shading my 
property? 


 


Answer 
 


The Council WILL NOT fell or prune trees to increase light levels to a property, reduce shade to a 
garden, or increase light levels to solar panels. 


There is no automatic right to light as far as broadleaved trees are concerned, as they are slow 
growing and therefore do not make an instant impact on light loss.  


 


 


 


Question 


4.  What if the tree is too big/too tall? 


 


Answer 
 


The Council WILL NOT prune or fell any tree owned or managed by the Council because it is 
considered to be 'too big' or 'too tall' or ‘overgrown’.  


A tree is not dangerous just because it may be considered too big for its surroundings. Other 
problems would need to be present for the Council to consider it to be dangerous.  


 


 


 


 


 







Question 


5. What if I think a tree is interfering with TV or 
satellite reception? 


 


Answer 
 


The Council WILL NOT fell or prune trees because they are interfering with television or satellite 
signals. 


Pruning in the short term may help improve television reception. However, in the long term the 
flush of quick, extra growth associated with pruning can exacerbate the problem. In most cases, the 
problem can be resolved by relocating the aerial or satellite dish, or alternatively using a Booster.  


Residents are advised to contact their satellite or TV provider for specialist advice. 


 


 


 


Question 


 6. What if the tree is causing subsidence? 


 


Answer 
 


If you believe that your property is suffering subsidence damage due to the action of tree owned by 
the Council, you are advised to contact your property insurer in the first instance.  


Should you, or those acting on your behalf, wish to make a claim for damages against the Council, 
alleging that a Council owned/managed tree is causing subsidence damage, then you will be 
required to submit an independent report to our Legal Service Department using the following 
address:  rmandins@southglos.gov.uk 


 


 


 


 


 



mailto:rmandins@southglos.gov.uk





Question 


7.Will the Council prune for leaf fall/fruit fall/bird 
droppings? 


Answer 
We WILL NOT fell or prune trees solely to alleviate problems caused by natural and/or seasonal 
phenomena, which are largely outside of our control. There are a variety of potential nuisances 
associated with trees, most of which are minor or seasonal and considered to be normal and 
acceptable consequences of living near trees.  


Examples of such problems are: 


• falling leaves, twigs, sap, blossom, fruit, nuts, bird and insect droppings. 


 • insects associated with trees (spiders, wasps, flies etc) or other wildlife (squirrels) 


• reduction or increase of moisture to gardens.  


• suckers or germinating seedlings in gardens.  


• leaves falling into gutters, drains or onto flat roofs. 


• the build-up of algae on fences, paths, or other structure 


 


It is considered that many of these issues fall under the homeowners’ responsibilities to maintain 
their property. 


 


Question 


8.  What if the tree is blocking a road or footpath? 


Answer 
The Council’s duty to ensure that trees do not interfere with pedestrians or road users is carried out 
under the Highways Act 1980. South Gloucestershire Council is the Highways Authority for the 
district with a duty to maintain the highways infrastructure in a safe and useable condition by 
removing danger and managing use, as well as minimising disruption caused to traffic by works on 
the highway. 


• For pedestrians, a minimum vertical headroom of 2.3m  
• For a carriageway and a distance of 0.5m, immediately adjacent to it, a minimum 


vertical headroom of 5.4m. 


 


 


 







Question 


9. What if the tree roots are growing in my 
garden? 


Answer 
 


Before carrying out any root pruning work please ensure that the tree is not protected by a Tree 
Preservation Order (TPO) or situated within a Conservation Area. 


The owner/occupier of a neighbouring property may cut the roots of the trees back so far as they 
are on their side of the boundary. It should be borne in mind, however, that removal of roots of a 
tree up to the boundary may lead to the tree being unstable. Any work carried out should be done 
so with reasonable care as if the work is not carried out competently it may lead to tree decay 
and/or tree instability. If the owner of the tree is required to carry out any further works due to 
damage to the tree, then it may be possible for the tree owner to recover the cost of these further 
works from the person who has removed the encroaching roots. 


It is, therefore, unwise to carry out works to cut back roots other than at a trivial level without first 
taking professional advice from an arboriculturist. 


 


 


Question 


10. What if the tree is protected by a TPO or is in 
a Conservation Area? 


Answer 
 If you intend to carry out any works to protected trees, you must apply for consent from the 
council first. If you do not own the tree, you must obtain the owner's permission before carrying 
out the works.  


 


For information on protected trees and how to apply for work please use the following link: 


 


Tree preservation orders | BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk) 


 


 


 



https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/tree-preservation-orders





Tree Maintenance 
 


Tree maintenance is currently mostly ‘reactive’ in nature and conducted in response to reports 
received by the council concerning specific trees. 


The following categories will be used when prioritising tree works: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Priority 1 (emergency)  


 A tree could warrant immediate attention if, for example: 


• it has snapped or blown over  


• it is rocking (roots are damaged)  


• it is uprooted but held up by another tree or building 


• a large branch has broken off or is hanging off the tree 


• it or its branch is blocking the road or footway / public right of way 


• it or its branch is blocking access to property 


• it has fallen on to property, such as a building or car 


Priority 2   


A tree may be a risk to people or property but does not require immediate attention if, for 
example:  


• it is dead.  
• it is dying (few leaves in summer or dieback in the crown)  
• it is diseased. 
• it is causing minor damage to property. 


 


For further information is available on South Gloucestershire Councils Tree Asset 
Management Plan website which can be found using the following link: 


Tree Asset Management Plan | South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk) 


Priority Response 


Priority 1: Urgent Public Safety (emergency) From within 24 hours depending upon the 
risk 


Priority 2: Non-urgent but essential work Between 1 to 6 months depending upon risk 
and time of year 


Priority 3: Desirable Other works at officers’ discretion 


Non-priority No action proposed 



https://www.southglos.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/conservation/trees-and-hedges/tree-asset-management-plan/




